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 Introduction

1.	 Na	Początku:	Settling	in	Illinois	
This chapter covers the history of Polish settlement in the state from 1818 to the 20th century. It 
also overviews major concentrations, reasons for coming, and sequences of different waves of 
immigrants.

2.  Rodzina: Family Life
This chapter examines family life among Polish immigrants in Illinois. Family was a crucial element 
in the reason and the means for immigrating, but immigration also put families under new and 
unfamiliar strains.

3. Praca: Poles in Industrial Illinois
This chapter delves into the Polish role in the economic development of the state, working 
conditions they experienced, and the development of labor activism.

4. Wiara: Faith and Religious Life
Faith was a pillar of immigrant life, and churches were the central institution in Polish communities. 
Though the overwhelming majority of Poles were Roman Catholic, there were also small non-
Catholic groups in the state.

5. Polonia: Polish Community Life in Illinois
Poles in Illinois developed intensive and closely knit communities centered on parish churches but 
including a wide array of schools, fraternal and social groups, cultural organizations, hospitals and 
businesses.

6. Czykago: Capital of Polonia
This chapter examines the unique role of Chicago as the “capital” of Polish America and the role 
played by Poles in shaping the history and culture of the city.

7. Kultura: Polish and Polish American Culture in Illinois
Polish American culture was and is expressed in diverse ways in Illinois. This chapter examines 
several aspects of it, including music, theater, literature, and food, among other things.

8. Po Wojnie: Poles in Illinois during the Cold War Era
This chapter looks at the history of Poles in Illinois during the Second World War and the Cold War 
era, including new waves of political refugees who made the state their home and the changing 
social and economic conditions of the 1960s and 1970s.

9.	 Dziś	i	wczoraj:	Poles	in	Illinois,	Today	and	Yesterday
This chapter covers contemporary Polish American life in Illinois.

Appendixes
1. Polish Parishes in Illinois, by Date of Founding
2. Polish Schools in Illinois, 1946 and 1959
3. Polish Newspapers in Illinois
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